Crime & Punishment in Victorian Britain Talk

The Victorian period is often associated with lofty principles and pious
individuals, but despite the nation’s success, there were considerable fears
about law and order. Not only were some urban areas viewed as positively
dangerous, but there were also a number of high-profile crimes that both
transfixed and terrified the Victorians. This talk, by Dr Simon Wenham, will
explore the activities of the so-called ‘underbelly ’of society and the State’s
attempt to control and punish criminality.

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 15th June at
7:30pm.

Dr Simon Wenham is no stranger. In June last year he visited the BLHS to
speak on “Poverty, Pestilence & Public Health in Victorian Britain”.

Cogges Manor Farm Visit

Cogges Manor Farm is a living
museum and working farm in Witney,
set within a 13th century manor house
and grade II listed 18th century farm
buildings.

For our summer outing this year we
are planning to visit Cogges on Saturday
11th July. We have arranged for a guide
to show us around and will be covering
the cost of that, so any members wishing
to go will just need to pay £10 to cover
the entry fee.

Anyone who wants to go please
send/bring your form and payment
(preferably cash or BACS) by 15" June.
In the meantime, please visit their
website: www.cogges.org.uk

Dates For Your Diary

Crime & Punishment talk
15th June @ 7:30pm

July Newsletter submission
deadline
30" June

Cogges Manor Farm Visit
11th July




“The Gough Map: Getting about in mediaeval Britain”
Talk by Nick Millea, Map Curator at the Bodleian Libraries,
to the Bicester Local History Society, 15" May 2026.

Nick Millea started his talk by showing several maps which were available prior to the Gough
Map. These included the T&O map of the world, which appeared in religious texts and the Mappa
Mundi, the largest mediaeval map dating from ¢.1300, which was more sophisticated. Matthew Paris
produced a map which showed the Durham to Dover route to the Holy Land in the mid-13™ century.
The Gough Map was donated to the Bodleian Library by Richard Gough (1735-1809) in 1809. It is
the oldest surviving route map of Great Britan, dating from around 1360 and updated for the next
century. This date is based on the depiction of town walls around Coventry but may not be accurate:
1400 is now agreed as a likely date. A prototype was probably produced ¢.1280 and the Bodleian’s
copy is a later revision. Little is known of its provenance, and the identity of the mapmaker(s) is
unknown. It's thought to be a statement of geographical, rather than theological, fact, and for this
reason would probably have had a secular function.

It is drawn in pen and ink with coloured washes on two skins, being lamb and sheep skin. The map
was added to UNESCQO’s ‘Memory of the World’ register in 2011.

Around 600-700 settlements are shown, although not all are named. The red lines, with
accompanying Roman numerals, indicate distances, bearing in mind that the map is a route map
rather than a road map. Routes total 2940 miles, although some are noticeably absent. For example,
no red lines exist south-east of London.

Local settlements shown include: o }‘; ’
banbery=Banbury v ‘o 7
bracle=Brackley & B
bokyngham=Buckingham
norton=Chipping Norton
midelton=Middleton Stoney
Northamton=Northampton
oxonia=Oxford
tame=Thame
towcestre=Towcester
Wodstok=Woodstock
But not Bicester.



https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/home
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Nick Millea, Map Curator at the Bodleian
Libraries joined an elite list of Honorary
Fellowship recipients including Ernest
Shackleton, Edmund Hillary, Neil
Armstrong, Sir David Attenborough, and
Annie Lennox.

On 16 January 2024, he was made an
Honorary Fellow of the Royal Scottish
Geographical  Society (RSGS)  and
awarded the RSGS Bartholomew
Globe in recognition of his work
promoting maps and cartography in the
national and international community.
In the Society’s 140-year history, only
400 Honorary Fellowships and 13
Bartholomew Globes have been
awarded.

Scotland was very limited.

The ‘Linguistic Geographies’ project brought together teams from
Queen’s University, Belfast; King’s College, London and the Bodleian
Library to explore the writing of the scribes who created it. The project
produced a web-based version of the map, complete with a searchable
database of all its names and features. (www.goughmap.org)

Working with Durham University, an analysis of the map’s inks and
pigments has been undertaken, using hyperspectral imaging. This
revealed that several different red pigments had been used, probably
added to the map at different times. Green pigments were found to contain
varying levels of copper, although the difference in colour is not obvious
to the naked eye.

A facsimile of the map has been produced for teaching purposes
and research continues to unlock its remaining secrets.

BANBURY TOWN CENTRE WALK.

Fifteen members enjoyed a guided walk around
Banbury with former town councillor and Banbury Mayor,
Steve Kilsby. Although he didn’t claim to be a historian,
Steve’s lifelong residence in the town and keen interest in
its history made for an informative tour. The walk started
in Horse Fair (by Banbury Cross) and went from there up §
South Bar Street to view the town’s oldest building (now
St John’s Priory School) with its 13" century porch. Along
the way, Steve pointed out buildings of interest, talk about
how the town thrived in the 19" century and a little about
Banbury Castle. The group admired St Mary’s Church and
continued via Church Lane and Parsons Street to the
Market Place, where the plaque marking the position of
the High Cross was viewed. This was one of three crosses |
in the town along with the Market Cross and Bread Cross.
Steve illustrated his walk with a selection of photographs and told some local stories, including that of the
genial pub landlord who turned out to be a henchman for the notorious Kray brothers!

Sally James


https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/home
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https://www.rsgs.org/
https://www.rsgs.org/
https://www.rsgs.org/bartholomew-globe
https://www.rsgs.org/bartholomew-globe

CAN YOU HELP WITH WRITING UP OUR TALKS?

Members who attend our talks may be aware of our treasurer, Sally
James, busily taking notes of the presentations’ contents for the newsletter.
This enables those members who are not able to attend to get a flavour of our
talks and learn something about the topics we select.

Could you help with this task from time to time? This wouldn’t be a
regular commitment, but, rather, a willingness to step in when the need arose.

If you're interested in getting involved or would like to know more,
please email Sally at sallyjames46@hotmail.com or speak to her at a meeting.

Many thanks.

RECOMMENDED FOR YOUR LIBRARY — NEW LOCAL INTEREST BOOK.

"At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will
remember them.”
For the Fallen, by Robert Laurence Binyon (1869-1943)

Not Forgotten, Bicester’s Dead of World War One,
by Nigel Walton.
2026. Robert Boyd Publications. ISBN: 9781988738462.
430 + xxi pages.

The result of over twenty vyears’ research this
comprehensive book takes the names on the Great War Memorial
tablet in the north porch of St Edburg’s Church and turns them
back into the living Bicester people that they once were. But the
author goes beyond that, as he states in his introduction “... it soon
became apparent when doing the research that there were other
individuals with links to Bicester who lost their lives in the war.”
This added a further twenty-three names to the list. These entries
are listed chronologically, with an introductory overview to each
year of the war, by the date of their death as the author explains
“... It made sense to do so as it then becomes easier to place their
deaths into the full context of what was happening at the time.”

The book is profusely illustrated throughout with photographs of the fallen - that is Private 4694
Henry (“Harry”) Thomas Parker of the 2"4/4%h Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, who died
on the 29% June 1916, depicted smoking a cigarette, on the front cover of the book — where these exist
and have been traced, along with photographs of their families, reproductions of various relevant military
documents, and photographs of their Bicester homes, many taken by the author himself, putting their
deaths in the geographical context of the town in which they had lived. Many may have walked past 57
North Street over the years, now we cannot do so without remembering Private Parker, for this was his
home.

At the end of the book are several interesting and useful appendices that describe the local war
memorials including those at the Methodist Church, the former Congregationalist Church, and the Post
Office. Then follow a series of entries analysing the fallen by year of death, cause of death, whether the
fallen was a regular soldier, conscript, or volunteer, the ages of the fallen, their service, unit type and
rank, the locations where they fell and the number of widows or orphans that they may have left behind.
Finally, there are alphabetical lists of the casualties and of the graves and memorials where our local
fallen are commemorated.

Overall, a worthy addition to the library of anyone with an interest in local history or in how the
Great War impacted on what was then a small, mainly agricultural, community.

The book is available from Coles Books in Crown Walk. Any funds from the sales of the book that
come to the author will be donated to the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum.




Historian” is at the printers and will soon be available. The theme of
this issue is “Medical Care” in and around Bicester, and will include
articles on:

No prizes — just a bit of fun.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Answers next month.

SOMETHING NICE TO LOOK FORWARD TO. Il‘siNﬂl"iliill‘]nn

99773033 ¥ 514011

icester

As this Newsletter is being written issue 103 of the “Bicester

Bicester in Bethlem; Mental Healthcare in Georgian
Bicester.

Memories of Healthcare in Bicester

The Scourge of King Cholera; How the 1832 Epidemic
Shook Bicester.

Numbering the Unsound Mind: How the Mentally Il were
Officially recorded.

Bicester’s Medical Establishments

Quack! Quack! Quackery!; the Wondrous Remedies of
Yesteryear.

Bicester Red Cross and V.A.D. Hospital

Who Looked After the Medical Needs of Bicester
Residents?

The Inspector Calls; a Look at the Work of the Inspector of
Nuisances.

AROUND BICESTER QuIZ.

Specifically, where in Bicester would you have to go to see the piece of
sculpture on the right? There is a clue in this Newsletter.

At the south end of Sheep Street there is a sculpture of a flock of sheep.
How many sheep are there?

Where, in days gone by, would | have had to go to spend a subterranean
penny and be flushed by the experience?

| used to live in a Shambles, and then | was sent to the Workhouse; now |
just hang around by a gate. What am 1?

Who, in 1182, founded Bicester Priory?
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