How Bicester Has Changed

In the first of a new series, local historian Peter Chivers
looks at how rapidly Bicester has grown

"Bicaster Wez A Littia Town' 1s a
poptar 1568 jocal Nstory by Sid
Hadges. Just 3 generation or 5o on and
the town's lation has doudied to
over 30,000 residents. With many rew
homes plannad, Sid might find It
difficult to recognise Bicester todary!
Wihera did It 3l start? Archacological
urvys hawe focatad the origes of
Savon Bicestor raxt to Chapal Stroat
and by the time of the 1086 Domasday
Survry thare ware 200 reskdents.
Bicester Pricry sarkad a medieval
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Bicaster has grown
outwards, scarcely touching
the heart of "Littke”
Blosster,

After the Domesday Book it
took 500 years for Bicester
to double in size: Since 1981,
it has doubled again!

By the tima of the 1801 comas, new
hormas in North Stroct had alleviated
poor soclal housing 0 Chapal Stroct
and Crockwall and the popatation had
Jumpad ta 1,946

Bicaster missad the really axplosive
Industrial groweh of the 19th cortury.
but & dvic buliding programme
Inciuded new publc fachities. Now
hausing In Victorks Road, London Foad
and Priory Roaxd hefpod the town
aapand to 3,032 raskients In 1901,
Frtiowing Workd War 11 the rew King's
End estate accommodated workars at
tra Central Ordnance Dapot at Arncott
and service parsornal 3t RAF Bieester.
This time = took just 50 years for
Bicester to doutia In slze, with over
4,000 residants in 1951.

And yet the pace was only Just hotting
up as the 1960's brought housing
astates to the nocth of the town
Industrial estates crested ermployment
to compikmant the tradtiona)
atyicultural aconceny and by 1981
there wore over 14,000 residents In
Just 30 years, the popudation had
tretied. And. as we know, xtraordisary
changes did not end thare.

The past twerty five yaars have

witnessad the groatest epansion, with
naw Pousing estatis satisfying a tide of
urtien axpansion i the south aast.
Plans for the town contre, for ew
social amenities and empioyment xa
Interdod 1o provida 2 vibeart and
sucnessiul future and It Is ta be hoped
changes will be sympathotic to the
haritage Bicestar has to offer

Whether Sid Hodges woukd have
walcomad the rapid recar growth of
Bioaster is a matter for conjecting, bt
we Can be 2ure recent changes would
ham 2eprised Him
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