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AGM 2025 
This meeting is your chance to review the past year’s activities; put 

questions to the committee; offer help or suggestions; elect a new 
committee and renew your subscription. 

If you would like to add an item to the agenda or make a nomination for 
the committee (or find out more about committee membership or 
membership of our volunteers group) please contact Chairman, Bob 
Hessian at chairman@blhs.org.uk by 31st August 2025. 

The business part of the meeting will be followed by an analysis of the 
results from our recent members’ questionnaire by Pat Snelson.  

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 15th 
September at 7:30pm. 

Market Stall 
We will be taking over the community stall at the Friday market in Sheep 

Street on 12th September. We are planning to exhibit the old fire engine and 
advertise the society to any potential new members. So if you are in town 
on that day then please stop by and say hello. All support and 
encouragement will be gratefully received. 

New Library Display 
We have recently replaced our Bicester 

Shops display in the library with one based 
on the date stones project undertaken by 
members last year. Anyone who is interested 
in the topic will find all the information in 
there for the next couple of months, as well 
as copies of our leaflet for you to take away 
and use to go hunting for all the date stones 
yourself. Looking closely at the upper floors 
of the buildings as you walk around does 
give quite a different perspective on the 
town centre. 

Rousham House Visit 
On 23rd July a group of 30 of us went to 

Rousham House for a tour around the 
house. Many of us had visited the gardens before, but to see inside the 
house was a rare treat. We split into two groups, each with our own guide, 
and were shown around the main rooms of the ground and first floors, 

Dates For Your Diary 

Rousham House visit 
23rd July @ 1:45pm 
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31st August 
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AGM & Questionnaire results 
15th September @ 7:30pm 

House Arrest in Woodstock talk 
20th October @ 7:30pm 

Bicester in World War Two talk 
17th November @ 7:30pm 

Christmas Social 
15th December @ 7:30pm 
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learning a lot about the evolution of the building and the family that 
have developed it. 

The manor was bought by Sir Robert Dormer in the 1630s and he 
immediately began construction of the house. Work was halted by 
the English Civil War as the Dormers were a Royalist family and the 
house was attacked by Parliamentary soldiers, but it was eventually 
completed and had a typical Jacobean ‘H’ shaped footprint. 

In 1649 the estate was inherited by Robert Dormer's son, also 
Robert. He left the house much as his father had created it, only 
repairing the damage of the Civil War. His second wife was the 
daughter of Sir Charles Cottrell, a high-ranking courtier of Charles II. 

Colonel Robert Dormer-Cottrell, the grandson of the house's 
builder, inherited the estate in 1719 and began a huge 
transformation of the gardens into their current form. Initially he 
employed Charles Bridgeman to lay out the gardens in the more 
naturalistic style that was becoming popular at that time. 
Bridgeman's layout of the garden was completed in 1737. 

Rousham was then inherited by the Colonel's brother, General 
James Dormer, who called in William Kent to further enhance the 
gardens that Bridgeman created. 

When James Dormer died in 1741, unmarried and without issue, 
the estate passed to his first cousin Sir Clement Cottrell, who took 
the surname Dormer and created the Cottrell-Dormer name that the 
family still has today. At this time William Kent also embellished the 
house itself, with crenellations and two wings containing a drawing 
room and a library. 

The interiors were altered a century later, including removing 
the library and changing it into a ballroom, but the hall was left 
untouched and still survives today as completed in the 17th 
century. 

The exterior we see today is pretty much as Kent left it, but in 
1876 much of the original octagonal paned glazing was replaced 
with innovative large sheets of plate glass during a heavy-handed 
restoration of the house by the architect James Piers St Aubyn. 

Matthew Hathaway 

The front and rear doors still have holes cut across the 
middle where a musket could be poked out and fired at 

any attacking Parliamentarians. 

The windows in the ballroom contain some of the last 
remaining octagonal-shaped glass.
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