Annual General Meeting 2025

This year we are aiming to streamline the AGM in order to get the
business part of the meeting out of the way as quickly as possible. To that
end we have included the Chairman’s Report, End of Year Accounts, and
Treasurer’s Report on the following pages, leaving just the election of
committee members, subscription fee vote, and a few submitted agenda
items left to address on the evening.

The business part of the meeting will then be followed by an analysis of
the results from our recent members’ questionnaire by Pat Snelson. Then,
after a break for refreshments, we’ll finish off with the committee’s response
to the findings of the questionnaire and how we plan to go forward.

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 15th
September at 7:30pm.

Market Stall

We will be taking over the community stall at the Friday market in Sheep
Street on 12th September to advertise the society to as many potential new
members as we can reach. The old fire engine will be on display. So if you
are in town on that day then please stop by and say hello. All support and
encouragement will be gratefully received.

Membership Subscription Payments

Anyone wishing to continue their membership for another year, who
hasn’t already sent in their membership form and subscription payment,
please remember to bring them along to the AGM on the 15th.

Please note that, with the recent change in bank charges, payments by
bank transfer are now the only method that we don’t incur a fee for, so this
is our preferred way for you to pay, though cash, cheques and card
payments are still acceptable.

House Arrest in Woodstock

Pete Seward will be
telling us about how the
predecessor of Blenheim
Palace once played host to a
future Queen.

This meeting will be held
in the Clifton Centre on
Monday 20th October at ¥
7:30pm. '

Dates For Your Diary

Bicester market stall
12th September

AGM & Questionnaire results
15th September @ 7:30pm

October newsletter submission
deadline
3rd October

House Arrest in Woodstock talk
20th October @ 7:30pm

Bicester in World War Two talk
17th November @ 7:30pm

Christmas Social
15th December @ 7:30pm




AGM - Chairman’s Report

The following is a list of the talks we had during the 2024/25 season:

September 2024 “On this day...” Matthew Hathaway
October 2024 Bicester Shops Bob Hessian
November 2024 Trench Humour in World War One Stephen Barker
December 2024 Christmas Music & Song Through the Ages lan Giles

February 2025 St Giles Fair Tim Healey

March 2025 The Message in the Map Nick Millea

April 2025 Oxford Bus Museum Frank Collingwood
May 2025 Garden Digging Archaeology Stephen Wass

June 2025 Poverty, Pestilence & Public Health in Victorian Britain Simon Wenham

These were well supported and provided a good cross section of interests in the local history of the area.

Other issues where either the committee or BLHS were involved were as follows:

+ A tour of Bicester Heritage - this was at the invitation of Bicester Heritage and was an excellent introduction
as to what goes on at this site. Members were impressed and enjoyed the tour!

+ Another trip organised for Society members was to the house and garden of Rousham House. A picnic held
in the grounds with food and drink provided by members, was very popular.

« Planning is always a sensitive issue for the residents of Bicester. Many members attended a meeting about
the development of Market Square. We do seem to be somewhat adrift from the views of town councillors!

+ A lot of work went into the design and content of the Members’ Questionnaire that was circulated to the
membership in February. Pat Snelson will be talking to us at the AGM about the results of this survey. The
Committee has found the results to be exceedingly helpful in guiding the Society on how to proceed in the years
to come.

+ During the year a group of members collected information on the datestones found on Bicester buildings.
This information was part of a project organised by Oxfordshire Buildings Record.

+ We have set up three displays in Bicester Library - one focused on the Bicester Hunt, one on Bicester’s shops
and the current one is linked to the data gathered for the above mentioned datestones project.

+ There have been three editions of the Bicester Historian published. Subject matter included Shopping,
Entertainment and World War Two.

+ In December we took the opportunity to promote the society by participating once again in the ever-popular
Christmas Tree Festival at St Edburg’s Church.

+ A list of volunteers for BLHS tasks and projects has been produced and we are very grateful to those
members who have already volunteered to help in a variety of ways. We always welcome more members to get
involved though. How do you get involved? Just contact a committee member!

People will be wondering what has happened to the material held in the BLHS archives. It is not good news.
We asked Bicester Town Council whether we could return to the room we had on the top floor of The Garth.
Unfortunately, and disappointingly so, they have been less than helpful. A large part of the top floor of The Garth
is not used but we have been denied access because of security issues relating to the group that uses the
intermediate floor. We had been holding some of the archive in the old St Edburg’s School. Bicester Village, who
own the old school gave us notice to quit, but with nowhere to go to, most of the material was stored in one room
of the Chairman’s house in Weston on the Green. On 5th April this year, this thatched house burnt down and most
of the archive was lost. A very sad state of affairs and not a very pleasant way of entering our 40th year of
existence in 2026!

But we will carry on and | hope that the membership will continue to support us. Thank you.

Bob Hessian



AGM - Income & Expenditure Year Ending September 2025

INCOME
Subscriptions 1265.00
Admission to meetings: non-members 105.00
Raffles 35.90
Interest from NS&I Investment Account 68.11
Sales - DVDs 25.00
- books 36.00
- Bicester Historian 270.00
331.00
A Walk Around Bicester’s Buildings 30.00
TOTAL INCOME 1835.01
EXPENDITURE
Subscriptions - Oxfordshire Local History 13.00
- British Association for Local 90.00
103.00
Meetings - speakers 501.25
- hall hire 245.00
- refreshments 78.42
824.67
Administration - postage 77.18
- stationery 36.06
- printing 855.55
- website hosting 104.24
1073.03
Fees - SumUp 1.49
- Bank charges 32.78
34.27
St Edburg’s Christmas Tree Festival 22.00
Purchase of SumUp terminal 39.54
Subsidy for Rousham trip 60.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 2156.21
DEFICIT 321.50
Brought forward from 2023/24 5224.19
TOTAL ASSETS £4902.69
BALANCES
Bank 202.60
Cash 23.15
NS&l * 4676.94
TOTAL ASSETS £4902.69

* The NS&I Investment Account contains an additional sum of £1433.13, being Museum Committee funds.



AGM - Treasurer’s Report

There are a few items to highlight in this year’s end-of-year accounts.

+ Bank Charges - Lloyds Bank converted our account from a ‘Treasurer’s Account’ to a ‘Community Account’ in
January this year. The most significant difference was the introduction of bank charges. These include a
monthly fee and charges for transactions. At present, payments made by BACS are not subject to charges, so we
would urge our members to utilise this method, where possible. Of course, we will continue to accept cheques,
cash and card payments via our Sum-Up terminal.

+ Printing Costs - Production costs for the Bicester Historian are a substantial part of our outgoings. The
publication has proved very popular among our members and, judging by the increased sales through Coles
Bookshop this year, it’s been a hit with the general public too. We’re currently investigating additional income
streams which may take the form of advertising or grants.

« Membership - I’'m pleased to report a small increase in membership numbers this year, which now total
sixty-seven. Thank you to those members who’ve paid their subscription for the coming year.

+ Postage - This largely represents the cost of posting the Bicester Historian to our ‘out-of-town’ members.
We’re grateful to members (and my husband!) who have volunteered to deliver the magazine in Bicester and
keep this cost to a minimum.

Thank you for your continuing support.

Sally James
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