House Arrest in Woodstock

Dates For Your Diary

Pete Seaward will be
telling us about how the
predecessor of Blenheim
Palace once played host to a
future Queen.

This meeting will be held
in the Clifton Centre on
Monday 20th October at ¥
7:30pm.

House Arrest in Woodstock talk
20th October @ 7:30pm

November newsletter
submission deadline
31st October

Bicester in World War Two talk
17th November @ 7:30pm

Bicester in World War Two Christmas Social
15th December @ 7:30pm

As this year marks the 80th anniversary of the end of the Second World
War, it is interesting to look back at what life was like in Bicester during the
conflict. This talk aims to do just that,
covering many aspects of wartime life from
ARP wardens and blackout regulations to
Home Guard battalions, rationing, and
innumerable fundraising campaigns.

This meeting will be held in the Clifton
Centre on Monday 17th November at 7:30pm.

Market Stall

Despite the weather being against us, a
very productive day was spent on the
community stall on Bicester market last
month.

We displayed the town’s mid-18th century
fire engine, which had been found in storage
at Garth Park back in 2009, and restored by a
group of enthusiastic BLHS members.

Its existence was a surprise to many
passers-by who stopped to inspect its wdeasts
mechanism and hear about its operation and
restoration.

This was an excellent opportunity to
publicise the society and we hope that our
participation in the International Day of Older
People at East Bicester Community Centre
further raised our profile locally.



Bicester Grammar School Archive

Did you attend Bicester Grammar School? If so, you'll know that informal reunions have been held for a
number of years. During this time, a significant amount of information has been gathered on the school. This
includes documents and photographs relating to the activities of the pupils and staff over the years. This is stored
as an electronic archive and can be accessed here:  https://bit.ly/48w002X
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2025 Membership Questionnaire Results

The following is a summary of the Membership Questionnaire results that were presented at the AGM by Pat
Snelson. Thank you to everyone who responded, the information gathered helps us immensely.

Questionnaires were sent out to all members back in February and we had a response rate of 62.9%

58% of members have been with us for more than 10 years and 87% of members joined because they have an
interest in local history. 51% of members joined because they wanted to meet like-minded people.

Of the many areas of interest within local history, social and cultural was the favourite with 95% of members
whilst architecture came second with 82% and people came third with 69%. 95% of members felt the society
catered well to their interests.

82% of members usually attend the monthly meetings and all of them were happy with the format, though
some suggestions for improvement were made and are being acted upon. The venue is still popular with
members, mainly because of its location and parking, though the the comfort of the chairs was an issue for some.

The programme of talks rated good or excellent with 80% of members, our level of focus on Bicester being the
biggest “could do better”. Members rated knowledge of the subject, speaking clearly, and presentation skills as
being the three most important qualities of a good speaker.

Around 50% of members have participated in the society’s other activities, such as guided walks and visits to
historical sites, and 69% of members say they are just as important as the monthly meetings.

68% of members have read all the print editions of the Bicester Historian, and a further 20% have read at least
some. Everyone feels it is a good quality publication, with the exception of one person who felt the quality of
writing and research could be better.

The monthly newsletter is usually read by 92% of members, whilst our website is only regularly used by 8% of
members. 54% of members felt they knew enough about what the committee was doing, and 52% of members
thought the newsletter was the best place to be kept informed about the committee’s work.
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