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Christmas Social 
Our Christmas Social was an evening of three parts: a quiz ably written 

and led by Matthew, festive refreshments supplied by committee members 
and other volunteers, and a lively music element from Bob East with his 
accordion.   

The committee was grateful to receive a number of positive comments 
from members, including: “We very much enjoyed the evening on Monday, 
a fitting end to a year of interesting talks.” 

St Edburg’s Church Christmas Tree Festival 
St Edburg’s Church held its usual Christmas Tree Festival in December, 

and once again we were happy to take part. In honour of the 80th 
anniversary of the end of World War II our tree was inspired by wartime 
Christmases in the 1940s. 

By Christmas 1940 the Blitz had left hundreds of thousands of people 
homeless and millions displaced, but the nation was still determined to 
celebrate Christmas. An attitude which carried on 
through the rest of the war. 

Christmas trees weren’t available and balloons 
became scarce, but people made do with what 
decorations they already had and what they could craft. 
Magazines provided ideas on homemade decorations 
and presents. 

Mindful of the shortage of many materials, which led 
to rationing and recycling, we used newspaper, old 
Christmas cards, scrap paper, leftover wool and natural 
items that could have been collected in the countryside 
around the town, to create a tree that emulated those 
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that would have appeared in many Bicester households at that time. 
The variety of decorations was a testament to the many hands that would have lent their creative skills to its 

construction at a time when young children would have been taught how to knit in school and would have 
engaged in Christmas craft activities, eking out the available resources. 

The Role of the High Sheriff of Oxfordshire Talk 
As John May nears the end of his year as High Sheriff of Oxfordshire, he will give us an insight into the oldest 

civil appointment in the country: there has been a High Sheriff in the county every year since before 1066. John's 
particular focus is: Hearing the Young Unheard – listening to children and teenagers who often feel overlooked, 
and helping to champion those who are doing amazing work with them across Oxfordshire. He will come dressed 
in his full regalia. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 16th February at 7:30pm. 

St Edburg, Fact or Fiction? Talk 
Nigel Collett’s talk will cover what is currently generally known about St Edburg and discuss whether it is 

possible to be certain of any aspect of her history. The importance of St Edburg in the middle ages, both locally 
and nationally, will be outlined. The talk will conclude by placing St Edburg in the context of the 7th Century in 
which she lived. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 16th March at 7:30pm. 

Highways & Byways: History of our Footpaths Talk 
In this talk Robert Evans tells the story of where people have walked - and maybe ridden - over the centuries 

and how that heritage has been defended and preserved. The presentation includes the larger national picture 
with some local references. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 20th April at 7:30pm. 

The Gough Map: Getting About in Mediaeval Britain Talk 
The Gough Map, one of the great mediaeval treasures of cartography, arrived at the Bodleian Library in 1809 as 

part of Richard Gough’s bequest, an eighteenth-century antiquary and expert on British topography. Nick Millea 
returns after his very successful 2025 talk to give us an insight into this unique piece of cartography from the 14th 
century and to update us on what recent investigations have discovered. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 18th May at 7:30pm.
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