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The Role of the High Sheriff of Oxfordshire Talk 
In this talk, John May explores the surprisingly rich history of the 

Oxfordshire Shrievalty – the oldest civil office in the country – tracing its 
journey from medieval law and order to its modern ceremonial and civic 
role. Along the way, he looks at how an ancient office has adapted over 
time, why it still matters today, and dispels a few myths along the way. (Full 
regalia included!) 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 16th February 
at 7:30pm. 

Banbury Walk - Saturday 30th May 2026 
We are pleased to announce the first of our summer outings. We've 

arranged a walk around Banbury, commencing at Banbury Cross at 11am. 
This 90-minute walk will explore the town's principal historical features. Our 
guide, Steve Kilsby, regularly conducts walks around Banbury and will offer 
an interesting perspective on a town quite noticeably different from our 
own. 

Places are limited, so please complete the supplied form and return to 
Sally James, together with payment (cash or BACS preferred) as soon as 
possible.  

St Edburg, Fact or Fiction? Talk 
Nigel Collett’s talk will cover what is currently generally known about St 

Edburg and discuss whether it is possible to be certain of any aspect of her 
history.  The importance of St Edburg in the middle ages, both locally and 
nationally, will be outlined.  The talk will conclude by placing St Edburg in 
the context of the 7th Century in which she lived. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 16th March at 
7:30pm. 

The 150th Anniversary of Flora Thompson’s Birthday 
As part of the celebration of the 150th Anniversary of Flora’s birth, it 

seems appropriate to record some details of her life, the publishing of Lark 
Rise to Candleford and memories of some of the people who were part of 
her life in Fringford in the 1890s. 

Flora Timms was born on 5th December 1876 at the End House in 
Juniper Hill (Lark Rise). Her parents were Albert and Emma Timms. She 
went to school in Cottisford (Fordlow) and moved to the Forge in Fringford 
(Candleford Green) in 1891. She worked there in the Post Office for Kezia 
Whitton until 1897 when she left Oxfordshire for good. ‘She was never to see 
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any of these [landmarks] again, but she was to carry a mental picture 
of them, to be recalled at will, through the changing scenes of a 
lifetime.’ Lark Rise was published in 1939; Over to Candleford in 
1941; Candleford Green in1943. They were issued together as 
Lark Rise to Candleford in 1945. She married John Thompson 
in 1903. She died in May 1947. 

Lark Rise to Candleford is a vivid picture of village life at 
the end of the 19th century and, uniquely, it was written by 
‘a child of poverty’, who was able to avoid any sense of 
bitterness against the squire and his class. Not only was it 
published by the Oxford University Press but it received a 
magnificent testimonial from the publisher, Sir Humphrey 
Milord. He considered that the two most important books 
he had published in his twenty two years at the Press were 
Arnold Toynbee’s Study of History and Flora Thompson’s 
Lark Rise to Candleford. 

The BBC television series ran from 2008-10 to great 
acclaim, although it raised questions about how faithful was 
Flora’s own portrait of village life during her childhood. In an 
unpublished letter of 28 January 1944, Flora replied to a Miss 
Eagle, who must have asked her how autobiographical the book 
was. Her reply sheds some light on her portrayal of Lark Rise and 
Candleford Green. She writes that ‘Lark Rise is as far as I could make it a 
faithful portrait of the little Oxfordshire hamlet where I spent my childhood.’ 
‘In Candleford and Candleford Green I wrote more freely, intending to give rather a picture of country life at that 
time and to portray some of the country characters I had known than to describe any particular town.’   She also 
admitted in the letter that ‘there is something both of Banbury and Bicester and more of Buckingham in my 
picture of Candleford. It was actually to Buckingham we went in the spring-cart and some of my relatives lived 
there.’ 

This in no way weakens her unique description of country life at the time. In many respects, village life had 
changed very little in the decades before 1876, when Flora was born. Deference to those above you was the norm 
and ‘Every member of the community knew his or her place and few wished to change it.’ Memories of some of 
the people who were part of her life in Fringford in the 1890s will appear in later months. 

An audio version of my Fringford Trail (read by my son, Adrian) is now available on Guidl, for those with a 
smart phone but not on the web. Cottisford and Juniper Hill Trails should also be available in the summer. 

- Martin Greenwood
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