Highways & Byways: History of our Footpaths Talk

In this talk, Robert Evans tells the story of where people have walked -
and maybe ridden - over the centuries and how that heritage has been
defended and preserved. The presentation includes the larger national
picture with some local references.

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 20th April at
7:30pm.

Banbury Town Centre Walk - Saturday 30th May 2026

If you haven’t already signed up for this walk, don’t miss the opportunity
to explore another local market town with expert guide, Steve Kilsby.

Our guide has lived in Banbury for most of his life. His enthusiasm for
local history has gained him a reputation for leading knowledgeable and
entertaining guided walks exploring various aspects of the town’s history.

Expect to see buildings of interest, learn about how the town thrived in
the 19th century and discover a little about Banbury Castle. The
comparisons that we can draw between Bicester and Banbury make this
walk of particular interest.

Places are limited, but spaces are still available.

Gough Map: Getting About in Mediaeval Britain Talk

The Gough Map, one of the great mediaeval treasures of cartography,
arrived at the Bodleian Library in 1809 as part of Richard Gough’s bequest,
an eighteenth-century antiquary and expert on British topography. Nick
Millea returns after his very successful 2025 talk to give us an insight into
this unique piece of cartography from the 14th century and to update us on
what recent investigations have discovered.

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 18th May at
7:30pm.

OLHA Study Day 2026

Members of Bicester Local History Society are warmly invited to the
Oxfordshire Local History Association’s spring study day and AGM, which is
being held at Thame Town Hall (High Street, Thame. OX9 3DP) on Saturday
16th May 2026.

Through illustrated talks and guided walks we will explore aspects of the
rich history of this thriving market town. Subjects will include Thame’s rare
surviving Elizabethan wall paintings; its part in the Civil War; and its wide
variety of listed buildings, including a working blacksmith’s forge. There will

Dates For Your Diary

Highways & Byways talk
20th April @ 7:30pm

May newsletter submission
deadline
3rd May

OLHA Study Day
16th May

Gough Map talk
18th May @ 7:30pm

Banbury Guided Walk
30th May




also be an opportunity to hear about what’s new at the Oxfordshire History Centre.
Tickets are £18.40 and can be booked through their website at: http://www.olha.org.uk/events/study-days

St Edburg - Fact or Fiction? Talk by Nigel Collett

Nigel aimed to answer a number of questions about St Edburg, patron
saint of Bicester’s parish church. What do we know about her and what
do we base our knowledge of her on? Can we add to the information that
exists?

Eadburh or Edburg was not an uncommon name in Anglo-Saxon
England, so this presents us with a problem when seeking to positively '
identify Bicester’s saint. :

The Victorians favoured Edburg of Winchester, daughter of King
Edward the Elder of Wessex, who died around A.D. 960. A banner in the |
church depicts her, but she had no connection with Mercia, where \
Bicester lay.

Another contender was Edburg, who was an abbess at Minster-in-
Thanet, Kent. She died c. A.D.759 and, again, no connection with this
area has been established. ,

So, the evidence, although circumstantial in places, suggests that St : L
Edburg, Edburga, Eadburh or Eadburg was an Anglo-Saxon princess, daughter of the pagan King Penda of Mercia,
who, with her sisters Saint Edith and Wilburg, was born at Quarrendon, now part of Aylesbury. She converted to
Christianity and with Edith founded an abbey at Aylesbury, where she was abbess. She followed three other
sisters as Abbess of Castor, Repton and Gloucester and founded her own establishment at Adderbury. It’s believed
that she died around A.D. 650. Her feast day is 18th July.

When investigating her link to Bicester, we can cite White Kennet, historian and Vicar of Ambrosden, who
stated in the 17th century that she founded a monasterium at Bicester. Furthermore, the town’s first parish
church may have been a minster church, which was dedicated to St Edburg. In the 12th century, it may have held
her remains, for at the foundation of Bicester Priory in 1182, both the
priory church and the parish church were dedicated to her. A shrine to St
Edburg’s memory was constructed when the priory church was extended
in 1312. It was moved to Stanton Harcourt by Sir Simon Harcourt, then
Sheriff of Oxfordshire, probably in a bid to preserve it after the
Reformation.

Documentary evidence of her existence includes her name being
recorded in the Durham Book of Lives, begun in Lindisfarne around A.D.
840.

The next mention is in the name of the Adderbury settlement, meaning
the byrig or burg of Edburg, that appears in the will of a woman named
Wynflaed dated between A.D. 990 and 995.

Another hundred years pass before her name is recorded in the calendars
kept for the commemoration of saints’ days.

The only chronicle that mentions her is that of Hugh Candidus, monk of
Peterborough and author of its History of Medeshamstede (Peterborough’s
earlier name), which covers a period from the 7th century to A.D. 1175.

John Leland’s lItineraries, record that “St Edburg virgin” was the
dedicatee of both parish and priory churches in Bicester.

No medieval vita or life of St Edburg exists, but documents suggest that
one would have been kept at Bicester Priory. This would have been read
out on her feast day and copies would have been sold to pilgrims.
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The Victorian banner in St Edburg’s Church
features St Edburg of Winchester.


http://www.olha.org.uk/events/study-days

A number of modern sources mention St Edburg. These include:
« Richard Stanton’s Menology 1892
« The compilation of saints’ lives made by the monks of St |

Augustine’s Abbey, Ramsgate, Kent

+ DrJohn Crook, English Medieval Shrines 2011.

Nigel went on to consider the veneration of St Edburg in the
Middle Ages and the patrons and benefactors of her cult. :

Gilbert Bassett (1154-1205/7) established the priory in 1182 in
the name of the Virgin Mary and St Edburg. The cult probably also
included St Edburg’s Well, a spring reached by a pathway from
Piggy Lane called the Via St Edburge, later St Edburg’s balk.

The patronage passed via Bassett’s daughter to his|

granddaughter’s husband, Sir William Longespee, after which 588

Longespee’s granddaughter’s husband Henry de Lacy became
patron.
Benefactors included:
+ Gilbert Basset’s nephew, Philip Basset (c. 1184/5-1271)
+ Philip Bassett’s daughter Aline (c.1246-c.1281) who married
Hugh le Despenser, 1st Baron le Despenser (1223-1265)
+ Hugh le Despenser the Elder, Earl of Winchester (1261-1326)
The cult had fallen into obscurity by 1326.
Nigel outlined St Edburg’s place in history. Although much is

conjecture, she was the daughter of a king who conquered a new  What remains of St Edburg’s shrine today stands in Stanton

empire, sister to three kings, sister and aunt to four abbesses,
abbess up to five times in her own right and remembered in
Gloucester as the Queen of Mercia.

- Sally James
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