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Gough Map: Getting About in Mediaeval Britain Talk 
The Gough Map, one of the great mediaeval treasures of cartography, 

arrived at the Bodleian Library in 1809 as part of Richard Gough’s bequest, 
an eighteenth-century antiquary and expert on British topography. Nick 
Millea returns after his very successful 2025 talk to give us an insight into 
this unique piece of cartography from the 14th century and to update us on 
what recent investigations have discovered. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 18th May at 
7:30pm. 

Crime & Punishment in Victorian Britain Talk 
The Victorian period is often associated with lofty principles and pious 

individuals, but despite the nation’s success, there were considerable fears 
about law and order. Not only were some urban areas viewed as positively 
dangerous, but there were also a number of high-profile crimes that both 
transfixed and terrified the Victorians. This talk, by Dr Simon Wenham, will 
explore the activities of the so-called ‘underbelly’ of society and the State’s 
attempt to control and punish criminality. 

This meeting will be held in the Clifton Centre on Monday 15th June at 
7:30pm. 

Community Market Stall 
On a sunny Friday in early May, BLHS took over the community market 

stall at the weekly Bicester market. Photos of the key achievements of the 
Society over the past 40 years were on display, as well as a wide range of 
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leaflets and books. Positioned at the north end of Sheep Street, the stall had less ‘traffic’ compared to BLHS’s 
previous outing to the market in September. Nevertheless, BLHS Committee members engaged with many 
passersby, and enjoyed the sunshine – a welcome change from the thunder and lightning experienced last year. 

Cogges Manor Farm Visit 
Cogges Manor Farm is a living 

museum and working farm in 
Witney, set within a  13th century 
manor house and grade II listed 
18th century farm buildings. 

For our summer outing this year 
we are planning to visit Cogges on 
Saturday 11th July. We have 
arranged for a guide to show us 
around and will be covering the 
cost of that, so any members 
wishing to go will just need to pay 
£10 to cover the entry fee. 

Further details will be circulated 
soon, along with the registration 
form, but if you want to find out 
more about the place in the mean 
time then please visit their 
website:  www.cogges.org.uk 

Tracks of Our Lives 
Vibrant new artwork on the diverse rail memories of local people 

was unveiled at Bicester North Station on 24th March, transforming 
the station overbridge into a colourful showcase of community 
stories. The installation brings together illustrations inspired by 
personal memories shared by residents, commuters, volunteers and 
families who use the station. 

Members of the public are invited to visit Bicester North Station to 
view the finished artwork, which will remain on permanent display. 
Anyone wishing to learn more about the project or download the 
accompanying Community Story Booklet can do so on their website:  
www.oxfordshirecommunityrail.org/tracks-of-our-lives 

Highways & Byways: History of our Footpaths, by Robert Evans 
Robert Evans, a retired professional historian and active member of the Ramblers, explained that people 

made paths for different purposes throughout history and they reflect the fact that, in the past, most people 
walked to their destinations. Named as a track, way, lane, trail, alley, thoroughfare and many other regional 
words, they began in the pre-historic period, the Icknield Way and Ridgeway in the local area and trods on the 
North York Moors, being examples. These were long, broad, straight routes. The Abbott’s Way, which crosses the 
Somerset Levels is a lowland pathway constructed of transverse alder boughs and known as a corduroy road. 

In the Middle Ages, paths had no clear legal status and disputes were resolved in local courts. In the 16th 
century, maps and plans began to define ownership, rather than access. Early maps of enclosure showed paths 
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and roads for the first time, but small 
tracks which had surrounded pre-
enclosure strips were often lost. 

In the late 19th century, paths began 
to become classif ied and were 
categorised by width and surface. Main 
roads were the widest and best 
maintained, and many became trunk 
roads after 1936, managed by county 
councils. The turnpikes, established in 
the 18th/19th centuries, were the first, 
efficient, long-distant roads since those 
constructed by the Romans. (A local 
example being the Roman road across 
Otmoor, which linked Alchester and 
Dorchester). The ownership of lower 
status paths moved to local authorities, 
with the larger routes (highways) 
managed by district councils and the smaller paths (byways, green lanes, holloways, bridleways and footpaths) 
by parish councils. 

From the early 19th century, numerous groups emerged, seeking to protect paths and open spaces. These 
included the Association for the Preservation of Footpaths (York 1824), the National Fieldpaths Society (1865), the 
Commons Preservation Society, the Ramblers Association and the Council for the Protection of Rural England 
(1926). The City of London Corporation purchased Epping Forest in 1878 and Burnham Beeches in 1880 to protect 
them. 

The Rights of Way Act 1932 encouraged mapping of rights of way and allowed for the formal dedication of 
paths used by the public where there had been twenty years of uninterrupted usage. 

A militant working class in northern England campaigned for access to mountains and moorland. Although the 
mass trespass on Kinder Scout (Derbyshire) in 1932 is the most well-known, an event in 1896 on Winter Hill in 
Lancashire saw 10,000 protesters, mostly from Bolton, gather to claim an ancient right of way across the hill. Less 
radical activists in the south of the country staged the Hiker’s Mystery Express No. 1 in 1932 to facilitate ramblers’ 

walks in the countryside. 1500 
people set off from Paddington. 
The National Parks and Access to 
the Countryside Act 1949 was 
the result of this agitation. 

In the meantime, many 
footpaths were being lost, 
principally due to military 
takeover of land and new 
f a r m i n g m e t h o d s . T h e 
Countryside & Rights of Way Act 
2000 favoured the north of 
England, as it refers to areas of 
'mountain,   moor,   heath   and 
d o w n ' i n a d d i t i o n t o … 
registered  common land; not all 
uncultivated land is covered. A 
review of  public rights of way, 
including limited rights to create 
new  public footpaths  where Steventon Causeway

Winter Hill Trespass 1896 Commemorative Stone
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needed, is being conducted 
u n d e r t h e A ct , b u t t h e 
deadline for claiming historic 
paths has been abandoned. 

T h e Ox fo rd a rea h a d 
rambling societies from the 
1920s, including the Oxford 
Fieldpaths Society founded in 
1926, and local champions, 
notably John Ruskin, William 
Morris and ‘Colonel’ d’Arcy 
Dalton. 

Robert Evans cited many 
local routes, such as the 
intriguingly named Peep-O-
Day Lane from Abingdon to 
Sutton Courtenay without 
crossing the River Thames; 
Steventon Causeway – a 
t h re e - q u a r te r m i l e l o n g 
earthen embankment; the 
ford over the River Ray at Islip 
- the mediaeval road linking 
London and Worcester crossed the river at this point; the lane leading to the Badger’s Well at Appleton; the drove 
road at Cothill, a wide road planted with trees that the animals could graze on en route; the Singing Way through 
Wytham Woods and several others in the area. 

Questions at the end of the talk brought up examples of paths closed for one day each year to avoid 
classification as a right of way. The area in front of the old Lloyds Bank in Sheep Street was suggested by a former 
bank employee, who recalled the practice. 

- Sally James

Badger's Well, Appleton
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